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RAMS information for Education Programmes

Evidence that a Safe Learning Environment is in Place

· The National Aquarium is a Napier City Council operated business. The building meets all the requirements of safety and hygiene set out by the Napier District Council. 

· The National Aquarium provides a safe physical and emotional environment for students.

· The National Aquarium complies with and legislation in force or that may be developed to ensure the safety of students and employees. 

· We derive our guidelines of safety from the Ministry of Educations publication, Safety & EOTC – A good practice guide for New Zealand schools.

· The National Aquarium has two learning centres in which many educational programmes are run from. However, education often occurs throughout the building. 

· Being a public venue as well as a place of employment for many, The National Aquarium seeks to be and is fully compliant with Occupational Safety and Health regulations.

· Any educational groups who come to the Aquarium are reminded that it is imperative that they stay in supervised groups and that running is not permitted at all. 

· The staff at the National Aquarium has been trained in evacuation procedures in the event of an emergency, such as, fire, earthquake, tsunami or any other disaster situation. 

· There are first aid kits located throughout the building. Their locations are signposted in some areas. However, if an emergency does occur a staff member should be notified immediately. 

· Staff members and supervising adults are responsible to ensure that students keep away from displays and artefacts that might be dangerous or breakable. 

· The Aquarium has signage for slippery floors when necessary, and will be placed. 

Please note the following hazards in and around the National Aquarium of New Zealand
· Open water moat around the front of the building

· Open sea behind the building
· Car park around building and on road in front

· Stairs within the building

· Low lit areas in a few places like the Kiwi enclosure and glow worm cave
· Travelator, a moving walkway, through the Oceanarium tunnel

· Elevator

· Gift shop – only a hazard for the little ones whom may drop items 

There is a map of the Aquarium which you will be given at the start of your tour or find on the website which should give you a good idea of our building and its related hazards. 

OUTDOOR SAFETY ACTION PLAN

	Activity/Camp
	Trip to National Aquarium
	Date
	
	Teacher in Charge
	

	Class level
	
	No. of Staff
	
	No. Helpers
	

	No. of Children
	
	Location
	
	Approved by
	

	Time of Departure
	
	Time of Return to School
	
	
	


	Activity:  Trip to the National Aquarium


	What could go wrong?
	What would cause it to go wrong?
	How could we prevent it from going wrong?
	Whose responsibility is it?
	When/where will it be done?
	Emergency Plan

	
	
	
	
	
	


	Group Members Requiring Special Consideration
	

	Health
	 

	Behaviour
	

	Other
	


	Pre Activity Checklist
	
	On the Day
	Comments:

	Emergency Vehicle
	
	
	Medication
	
	

	Venue inspected


	
	
	First Aid Kit
	
	

	Trip application approved
	
	
	Cell phone
	
	

	Consent Forms returned
	
	
	Intentions left at school office
	
	

	Medical; records checked
	
	
	Equipment Checked

(eg parkas, sunhats)
	
	

	Copy of this form to all teachers involved
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Education Team      National Aquarium of NZ    Marine Parade, PO Box 123, Napier

Phone: (06) 834 5424    Facsimile: (06) 833 7631     Email: carol@nationalaquarium.co.nz
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